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Mathematicians Get $5 Million Funding Boost

MITACS awards funds to 34 projects in the areas of health, security, the environment and technology, with the aim of making life better for Canadianstc "MITACS awards funds to 34 projects in the areas of health, security, the environment and technology, with the aim of making life better for Canadians"

Vancouver, BC – April 1, 2004 – The MITACS Network of Centres of Excellence today announced a funding investment of more than $5 million for mathematical research across Canada.

The funds will be used by mathematicians at universities from coast to coast to work with industry and help find unique solutions to complex problems that, to date, have challenged traditional disciplines.

Through 34 separate projects, the MITACS (Mathematics of Information Technology and Complex Systems) investment will be used, among other research, to:

• Help improve the health of Canadians, from finding ways to reduce the spread of infectious diseases like SARS and the West Nile Virus, to helping design more effective drugs, and tracking the movement of antibiotics through our food chain.

• Work with industry to help companies make optimal decisions, improve the safety and security of their systems – including aircraft control, medical devices, and consumer appliances – and design the most efficient schedules to ensure maximum productivity and customer and employee satisfaction – from bus and airplane schedules, to scheduling of staff and production runs.

• Create efficiencies in the petroleum industry, benefitting both the environment and consumers, who would ultimately profit from cost savings. 
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Working with such organizations as McCain Foods, Procter and Gamble, Nortel, Air Canada, Bell Canada, Heart and Stroke Association, Phillips Medical, RIM, Alcatel, Huskey Energy, IBM Canada, The Federation of Quebec Pork Producers, GlaxoSmithKline, Mount Sinai Hospital, and Health Canada, each project focuses on one of the fastest growing sectors of the economy and on societal issues of prime importance to Canadians, stressed Dr. Arvind Gupta, Scientific Director of MITACS, a national research network that brings together industry and academia in a collaborative effort to solve large-scale problems.  

“The project areas include Biomedical and Health, reflecting the importance Canadians place on health care, Communications Networks and Security, reflecting a technology where Canada is a world leader, Environment and Natural Resources, with its interplay between two major economic and social forces in Canada, Information Processing, which has seen phenomenal growth and accounts for significant productivity increases, and Risk and Finance, which is central to a free-market economy,” Dr. Gupta explained.

Jointly funded by both the public and private sector, the MITACS network has invested more than $27 million in research and training in the last five years.

“MITACS’ research helps Canada stay competitive on the international stage, and provides a state-of-the-art training ground for students in math, computers and statistics,” Dr. Gupta said. “Our students gain a skill-set that makes them eminently employable outside of the academic field, helping our country remain a leader in high technology.”
About MITACS

MITACS (www.mitacs.ca) was established in 1999, and is one of 21 federally funded Canadian Networks of Centres of Excellence. The scientists in the MITACS network are working on 34 research projects in collaboration with 36 Canadian universities, 317 researchers, 455 students, and 148 partner organizations, with funding from both government and industry. 

MITACS leads Canada’s effort in the generation, application and commercialization of new mathematical tools and methodologies within a world-class research program. The network initiates and fosters linkages with industrial, governmental, and not-for-profit organizations that require mathematical technologies to deal with problems of strategic importance to Canada. MITACS is driving the recruiting, training, and placement of a new generation of highly mathematically-skilled personnel that is vital to Canada’s future social and economic well being.
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